
NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 

2955 Market Street, 30th Street Station, Philadelphia, PA 19104 

May 15, 2012 ORIGINAL 

Mr. Kenneth Rose 
Finacial Analyst (3HS62) 
US Environmental Protection Agency, Region III 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 

RE: Metro Container, Trainer PA 
EPA Request for Information 

Dear Mr. Rose: 

In response to the March 22, 2012 letter from Joanne Marinelli of EPA, enclosed please 
find the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) response. 

Please contact me at 215-349-6968 or caldwec@amtrak.com if you have any questions. 

SDMS DocID 2199427 

Sincerely, 

Craig M. Caldwell 
Environmental Superintendent 

cc (cover letter and pdf): Michael Stem, Amtrak 
Rich Mohlenhoff, Amtrak 
Roy Deitchman, Amtrak 
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Amtrak Response to EPA information Request on Metro Container Site 

1. Amtrak has found information that 230 empty, drained and crushed drums 
were shipped from Amtrak's Wilmington Shops in March of 1988. Prior to 
crushing, these drums were used for storage of waste oils. Original products 
stored in the drums are unknown; however they likely were used for storage 
of clean lubricating oils prior to being used for the storage of waste oils. 

a) Amtrak's Wilmington Shops are located at 4001 Vanderveer Ave, 
Wilmington DE, 19802 

b) Amtrak's Wilmington shops conduct repair and overhaul of locomotives, 
passenger coaches and other equipment used for track and catenary work. 

No other business records relating Metro Container could be found for any 
other Amtrak facility. 

2. Typically Amtrak receives clean new oil in 55 gallon drums for use as 
lubricating oils. Once all of the clean oil is removed from the drum, the drum 
is often used to collect used lubricating oils. After a number of drums are 
filled, a used oil recycling firm empties the drums using a vacuum truck. The 
drums were then drained, crushed and shipped to Metro Container. 

3. No records could be found regarding the original contents of the drums 
shipped to Metro container. We suspect that the drums contained petroleum 
oils and lubricants. 

4. Waste products generated by these processes include: used lubricating oils, 
oily rags and debris as well as empty drums. 

5. Original products stored in the drums are unknown, so no information can be 
provided regarding those materials. Used Oils were shipped to Petrocon for 
recycling. 

6. In addition to the various products described above, Amtrak also likely stored 
the following products in drums at the site: 

• Cleaning solutions 
• Clean oils such as lubricating, hydraulic, or dielectric 
• Oily debris and sludges 
• Used oils from various processes 
• PCB waste from transformer retro-fills 
• Paint waste 
• Sand blast waste 
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7. 230 empty, drained and crushed drums were shipped to Metro Container for 
disposal from Amtrak's Wilmington DE shops in March 1988. 

8. A specific process for determining which drums were shipped to Metro 
Container can not be provided, however it does appear that the drums were 
inspected by a representative of Metro Container a few days prior to shipment. 

9. 230 empty, drained and crushed drums were shipped to Metro Container for 
disposal in March 1988. 

10. The 230 drums shipped to Metro Container were empty, drained and crushed 
prior to shipment. These drums likely contained clean oil or used oil prior to 
shipment to Metro Container. 

11. No contracts or purchase orders with Metro Container could be found in 
Amtrak's records review, however a copy of the shipping document for the 
230 empty, drained and crushed drums sent to Metro Container in March 1988 
is attached. Also attached are copies of the original correspondence between 
EPA and Amtrak concerning this matter, as well as a contemporaneous 
chronology of the shipment prepared by an Amtrak employee. 

12. This response was prepared by: 

Craig Caldwell 
Amtrak 
Environmental Superintendent 
30th Street Station 
Box 13 
Philadelphia PA 19104 
(215) 349-6968 

Other persons consulted in the development of this response: 

Tom Clark 
Amtrak 
Senior Contracting Agent 
30th Street Station 
Philadelphia PA 19104 
(215)349-1062 

Gloria Johnson 
Amtrak 
Finance Director 
30th Street Station 
Philadelphia PA 19104 
(215) 349-1289 y 
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Bernard Reynolds 
Amtrak 
Deputy Logistics Officer, Procurement 
30 Street Station 
Philadelphia PA 19104 
(215) 349-3170 

Camille Ross 
Amtrak 
Senior EHS Coordinator 
40 Massachusetts Ave 
Washington DC 20002 

Andy Enzman 
Amtrak 
Senior Environmental Coordinator 
30th Street Station 
Box 13 
Philadelphia PA 19104 

Ken Rose 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia PA 19103 
(215)814-3147 

13. Amtrak is unable to locate any copies of the records previously provided to 
EPA in 1988. Amtrak is also unable to locate any other records relating to 
Metro Container. Our supposition at this time is that the original records and 
any other records have been destroyed. We are research the historic corporate 
records relating to former Amtrak Records Retention and Document 
Destruction Policies, as well as searching for documentation relating to the 
destruction of the original records. Amtrak will provide more information as 
soon as it becomes available. 

14. Amtrak has no additional information to provide in response to this question. 
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National Railroad Passenger Corporation, 400 North Capitol Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001 Telephone (202) 383-3000 

Mr. Lawrence Falkin 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
CERCLA Removal Enforcement Section (3HW14) 
841 Chestnut Building 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Dear Mr. Falkin: 

Please refer to your recent undated letter concerning the 
CERCLA action EPA proposes to undertake at the Metro Container 
Site. 

According to our records, Amtrk's only involvement with 
Metro Container was their removal of 230 completely empty, 
crushed 55-gallon drums from our Wilmington, DE shops. These 
drums had formerly held non-hazardous materials, and had been 
fully drained prior to crushing. 

Based on the above, we do not believe that we can properly 
be considered a PRP at this site. We do not, therefore, plan to 
accept your offer to participate in the activities outlined in 
the scope of work enclosed with your letter. 

Amtra 

ORIGINAL 
(Red) 

May 24, 1988 

Very truly yours, 

R« J. • UHJUli.CX.IX 

Senior Director 
Environmental Control 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



National Railroad Passenger Corporation, 400 North Capitol Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001 Telephone (202) 383-3000 

Amtrak 
***1*41 

April 27, 1988 

United States Environmental 
Protection Agency 
Region III 
84 Chestnut Building 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107 

Attn: Mr Lawrence Falkin 

Re: Metro Container Corporation Site 

Dear Mr. Lawrence: 

This is in response to Mr. Bruce P. Smith1s letter of 
April 12, 1988 to our Mr. Denney. As we discussed by 
telephone on April 20, 1988, that letter was forwarded to 
me for response. Thank you for extending the due date to 
May 2, 1988. 

The following information is submitted in the format 
of Mr. Smith's request: 

1. To the best of our knowledge Amtrak did not generate 
or transport or have transported any hazardous substances 
to this site. 

2. Amtrak disposed of 230 empty, crushed drums at this 
site. The drums were transported to the site by Metro 
Container Enterprises. 

3. The shipping documents in our possession do not 
indicate a shipping date. However, a purchase order was 
confirmed in a telephone award to Metro Enterprises on 
March 22, 1988. According to our on-site personnel, the 
crushed drums were loaded on a Metro Container truck and 
shipped on March 24, 1988. 

4. We are not aware of any correspndence between Amtrak 
and any regulatory agency regarding these containers. 

5. The only known correspondence between ourselves and 
Metro Container Corporation that we have in our possession 
are the contract document and shipping paper. We have no 
other correspondence with any other third party regarding 
the 230 drums. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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6- Amtrak has no knowledge of any other persons who 
generated, treated, stored, transported, or disposed or 
who arranged for such handling of substances and/or 
containers to this site. 

7. Amtrak has no real estate interests at this site. 

8.The empty crushed drums were sent to this site for 
disposal. 

Enclosed are copies of all documents in Amtrak1s 
possession regarding the disposal of these drums. The 
efforts taken to identify these documents were done so 
through knowledge of the responsibilities of our in-house 
personnel. This included contacting our Purchasing, 
Material Control, Mechanical, Legal and Environmental 
Control departments. 

Amtrak is self insured for the first $25 million of 
liability. 

Please contact me if you you need additional 
information. I can be reached in Washington, D.C. at 
(202) 383-2583. 

Very truly yours, 

R. T. Noonan 
Sr. Director, Environmental 
Control & Industrial Hygiene 

Enclosures: 

cc: J.I. Roberts 
B.J. Tripoli 
D.J. Rewkowski 
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7//y{ \*7fr#-D yŷ M- 7/A> 7?/̂ ~ />&£/#iy OA/ t̂/~2-*t/ 

(P.O. * /813 ¥2-°! 



6h 8fc 
3/2 '//sS- 77?VC:< /ttzom C>s/fr/AJ£=/Z yuiT-rt 2"5>0 

0£Ait0&0> j C/ZusH£~C> IU&LI - F&r. B. r^>«_um<S • 

I / L )  Q . u ^ r i O / J  k x u P R J S '  f W P T / ^ G  / / / 7 2 >  £ 5 * 2  ^ Z S * / 0  

s¥&<LO/A/£ 7̂ A/K  ̂ GAJ 3/>&/6& f' s/"/68 i iaj*TH £S* 2 7?fA  ̂ B /̂V& 

~̂C> C7A/ /̂/o/StB AfW£> 2.5̂ /a /̂ 4/i/A: o/O s//'/££ • /^c7®7f* 

£>/Z.C/s}if /A/€=~/?<£~ f/i/̂ 7Z/E~ •<£-£? C//> -S/ £>̂ ~ CxsuuaJ , /?i£~/l4A /A/t̂  ̂

/// 7W/*r P&? CAST'S<Z. Cse.t/?/&T*>. 

0/=- 7*^r/^=" AZ/Z-C/yi*? /Ay^SrTStS" /ZAfiZ.7y/4t-t-V y=Z, /StSZAOf-^ 

l̂ km&P<Z.lO ASAJ> £>/ZA\aJjO <3/=* 7Wê ~ 0/A.f 7̂  ̂ £>,GUMf 
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Metro Container Corp. 
Metro-En" " " 

Second & Price Streets 
Trainer, PA 19013 

Francis Miller 

5 
(215)485-6100 
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